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Japanese Film and the Occult Boom
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From the 1970s to the 1990s Japanese popular culture experienced what is often called the
“Occult Boom.” Suddenly everyone seemed interested in telepathy, aliens, time-travel and
conspiracy theories, and the boom affected Japanese film as well.
Rather than see this as simply a frivolous, playful interest, this talk will explore the deeper
significance of the Occult Boom by looking at some film examples. What can the Occult Boom
tell us about life in the information society, about how people frame the world — when that
world has become hyper-mediatized? And what does that tell us about how we cope with our
current, hyper-mediatized situation? These are some of the aspects the talk will touch upon.
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