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Bringing up the Young Farmers in Regional Agriculture on the Point of
Children’s View Concerning Agriculture
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Summary

Bringing up the Young Farmers in Regional Agriculture on the Point of
Children’s View Concerning Agriculture

Ken—-ichiro ABE and Yurika SATO

Today depopulation of young farmers is undergoing in agricultural region in Japan. In order to bring up young farmers from
long term viewpoints, we investigated the point of school children’s view about agriculture. The investigation of way of
thinking about agriculture was based on following four viewpoints. The viewpoints are ; (1) degree of understanding about
agricultural region, (2) knowledge of agriculture and cultivation practices, (3) one’s own value about agriculture as an
occupation, (4) seeing of food self—support. The inquiry of all children in elementary school and junior high school was carried
out in plain rural region (T-Village), intermediate rural region (K-Town) and mountainous rural region (A-Town). The
consciousness about region and agriculture are various in each objective regions. The estimation of home town by children is
high in plain rural region (T—Village) but low in mountainous rural region (A—Town). The rate of approval opinion about
settlements has equal tendency. School children have strong wills about succession of household and opinions about agriculture
as an important industry. But the most of them would not like to do by themselves. The rate of elementary school children who
would like to farm is 22% in T-Village, 29% in K-Town, 33% in A-Town respectively, and that of junior high school
children who would like to farm including that it is possible depending on a situation is 25% in T—Village and K-Town, 24%
in A-Town respectively. The knowledge of agriculture and cultivation practices is an important factor to make the goodwill to
agriculture. Opportunities to make children understand agriculture correctly decrease rapidly. Parents in farming are loosing
their confidence about independence by themselves in agriculture. It is necessary to develop cooperative human networks for
promoting agricultural planning and bringing up young farmers at the same time. The cooperative human networks involve not
only farmers but also local government and JA workers, teachers and people in agricultural region. Especially, these networks
promote “right understanding about agriculture” as one of the local education. Subsequently developed networks will make
children think about agriculture and will increase children who decide to settle in agricultural town or village and to take

agriculture as an occupation. Also these networks are possible to bring up young farmers and develope the regional agriculture.





