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Summary

Breeding of a New Muskmelon Cultivar
“Akita Amaenbo (Akishiko-2)” and its Characteristics.

Nobuichi TSUBAKI, Takao SATO, Motoi SUZUKI
and Toshiro MISAWA

A new muskmelon cultivar “Akita Amaenbo (Akishiko-2)” was developed at the Akita
Agricultural Experiment Station in 2001.

“Akita Amaenbo” is an F1 hybrid cultivar crossing between the Earl's inbred line selected
from “Earl's Seinu Natsu I ” and the Earl's selfed line derived from “Earl's Favorite
Natsukei” . Female line's fruit has great visual and shelf keeping qualities and it has
resistances to fusarium wilt race 0,2 and powdery mildew. Male line's fruit has an

excellent eating quality with melting texture.

The agricultural characteristics are as follows ;

The plant posture is compact with small leaves and shorter plant height. Its
hermaphrodite flower bearing and fruit setting are good.

The plant vigor is strong and leaf color keeps dark green until harvest time.

The fruit weight is moderate and shape is spherical.  Slightly high-density and well
balanced fine net appears on the slightly dark-green skin.

The flesh of its fruit shows dark yellow-green, containing high sugar and has melting
texture. Its taste is excellent, equal to that of “Earl's Favorite” . It is good to eat from 7
through 12 days after harvest.

“Akita Amaenbo” has resistances to fusarium wilt race 0,2 and its resistance to powdery
mildew is evidently higher than that of “Earl's Favorite Natsukei” .

“Akita Amaenbo” is adaptable to the late growing systems, because of its excellent heat
tolerance but inferior fruit growth under low temperature. The optimum sowing time is
from the first ten days of June through the first ten days of July when seedling will not be
influenced by the rainy season.
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