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The New Apple Cultivar — ‘Akita Gold’

Jin Tamba, Sadao Tanno, Hiroshi Sato

Tanetsugu Niizuma, Matuyori Kagaya and Tatsuo Taguti

Summary

The Fruit Tree Experiment Station in Akita Prefecture started experimentation of breeding new

varieties of apples in 1966.

Untill now, 7,947 seedlings of 15 combinations have been bred and selected by means of top-

grafting.

1. ‘Akita Gold’ was selected in 1981 as the best from among 80 seedlings was developed from
the 1974 crossing of ‘Golden Delicious’ and ‘Fuji’ . On the 2Ist of April 1990, it was named

‘Akita Gold’

2. The maturing period for ‘Akita Gold’ in Akita Prefecture is the middle of October, the
same as Golden Delicious.

3. The fruit is medium in size. It is a firm, round, yellow apple. It is also juicy and crispy,
has moderate acidity and a refreshing taste. The quality is excellent.

4. As a variety which is usually harvested in mid-October, ‘Akita gold’ can be stored for a
fairty long time. It can be stored for 30 days at room temperature, and, up to the March in
refrigerated storage.

5. It is a variety whose cultivation is relatively easy. The flower was producsed in a shorter
time than other apple varieties and even in strong winds, the fruit does not fall from the tree.
With standard spraying of agricultural chemicals, damage due to Powdery Mildew or Alter-

naria Blotch is seldom seen.



